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1701 August 19, 1904 

PHILIPPINE ISLANDS. 

Reports from Manila — Quarantinable diseases — Precautions against 
importation of cholera — Inspection, of vessels. 

Chief Quarantine Officer Heiser reports, June 17 and 30, and July 
1, as follows: 

During the week ended June 11, 1904, the only quarantinable dis- 
eases reported in Manila were 3 cases of smallpox, with 2 deaths. 

Cholera. 

No cases of cholera have been reported during the week from any 
part of the Philippines. The islands are still threatened by the pres- 
ence of the disease in Hongkong and Saigon. At the former port 
there does not seem to be any increase in the number of cases, and the 
situation does not seem to warrant the imposition of five < ays' quar- 
antine at this writing. In addition to the measures imposed upon 
vessels at Hongkong prior to sailing, they now call at Mariveles before 
coming to Manila, where a thorough inspection is made and any addi- 
tional disinfection is done that may be necessary. The inspection at 
Mariveles also affords an excellent opportunity to search for fresh 
vegetables and other prohibited articles that may have gotten aboard 
unauthorized. If, upon the completion of this inspection, everything 
is found satisfactory, the vessel proceeds to Manila without detention. 
It is believed that by this method of treating Hongkong vessels the 
Islands are as efficiently safeguarded against the invasion of cholera 
as by a five days' detention, and the losses and annoyances to the ship- 
ping interests and traveling public are reduced to a minimum. The 
cholera situation in Saigon appears to be growing worse. The bills 
of health report a few cases, but practically all the masters of vessels 
arriving from Saigon state that the disease is on the increase. 

Plague. 

It is very encouraging to be able to report that while the disease is 
increasing in the countries which surround the Philippines, during the 
week covered by this report there were no cases and no deaths 
reported in Manila. 

Smallpox. 

This disease is gradually increasing throughout the Islands and its 
detection on vessels is becoming more f requent. The board of health 
has almost perfected its plans for vaccinating the entire population of 
the Islands. The city of Manila is now undergoing this process and 
its good effect is already becoming apparent by the lessening number 
of cases. 

The following vessels cleared for United States ports during the 
week: 

June 6, the schooner Okanogari for Port Townsend. 

June 10, the schooner Commerce for Astoria. 

June 11, the ship James Drummond for Port Townsend. 

All of these vessels were fumigated with sulphur and the crews and 
passengers inspected and passed on board just prior to sailing. 
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The only quarantinable diseases reported in Manila during the week 
ended June 18, 1904, were 2 cases of smallpox with 1 death. No 
cholera or plague was reported. 

The following vessels cleared for the United States: 

June 15, 1904, the United States army transport Thomas. Before 
sailing, the transport proceeded to the Mariveles Quarantine Station 
where the crew and steerage passengers were bathed and their effects 
disinfected. All suspicious cargo was also disinfected, remainder 
inspected and passed. 

June 15, 1904, the British steamer Pharsalia cleared for New York 
via Cebu. Cargo placed on board here was inspected and passed. 

June 18, 1904, the American schooner Crecent cleared for Portland, 
Oreg. The vessel was fumigated, but sailed without awaiting inspec- 
tion by the quarantine officer on duty in the bay, as directed. 

During the week ended June 25, 1904, the only quarantinable dis- 
eases reported in Manila were 1 case of plague and 1 of smallpox. 

The contagious-disease report of Manila is particularly encouraging 
at this time, because the quarantinable diseases in the near-by foreign 
countries have been decidedly on the increase. At Hongkong alone 99 
cases of plague were reported for the two weeks ended June 25, 1904. 
At Amoy plague is reported to be increasing very rapidly. At Saigon 
the cholera situation remains unchanged. The French bills of health 
report cholera as being present in the interior, but information 
obtained from ship captains is to the effect that the disease is also pres- 
ent in the port of Saigon. The masters of vessels plying between 
this port and Saigon have shown a great willingness to aid in prevent- 
ing the introduction of cholera from that port. So far as it has been 
possible to ascertain, they have faithfully carried out the suggestions 
that none of their crews be permitted to go ashore, to take aboard no 
fresh vegetables, and not to take any water at Saigon if it can possibly 
be avoided. In view of the fact that there is no available data upon 
the wholesomeness of the Saigon water, every ship that arrives here 
from that port carrying Saigon water is required to discharge the 
same before entering the harbor and the tanks are disinfected with 
permanganate of potassium. 

The steamer Tremont sailed for Tacoma June 21, 1904. It may be 
well to observe here that this is one of the largest vessels on the Pacific 
and that she was fumigated throughout with sulphur while in this port 
by the pot method. All cargo and baggage was inspected, suspected 
articles being disinfected and so labeled. The passengers were inspected 
on board just prior to sailing. 

The steamer Seneca cleared for New York June 23, 1904. The ves- 
sel was inspected and passed just prior to sailing. 

Foreign and insular statistical reports of countries and cities — Yearly 

and monthly. 

Africa — Lourenco Marquez. — Month of April, 1904. Estimated 
population, 8,000. Total number of deaths, 51, including' 10 from 
tuberculosis. 

Month of May, 1904. Total number of deaths, 61, including 4 from 
tuberculosis. 



